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Austin Booker
Born and raised in the Columbia Basin, Austin is a third-generation 
auctioneer and is a valued team member of the family-owned auction 
business, Booker Auction Company. Austin and company specialize in 
real estate and machinery auctions, agriculture-based consignment 
sales and personal property appraisals.

Austin’s profession as a benefit auctioneer began in a small church in 
2004 in Pullman, Wash., selling pies and used household goods, and 
has now grown to conducting over 30 fundraising events throughout 
the Pacific Northwest.

Auctioneer

Auction donors:

Our Favorite Freight Broker

Dean Kincaid, Inc.
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General Rules
All sales are final. No exchanges or refunds on 
auction items are permitted.

Items are sold “as is” and “where 
is.”  Neither the auctioneer nor 
the consignor make any warran-
ty or guarantees expressed or 
implied, as to age, 
condition, origin, authenticity 
of, or defect in. 
Furthermore, no statement, 
verbally or in writing made prior 
to or during the sale, or in any 
advertisement or brochure relat-
ed to the sale, will be regarded 
as a guarantee, or warranty, or 
assumption of liability.

Acceptable forms of payments: 
cash, check, or credit card (U.S. 
funds only). Payable on the eve-
ning of the auction, unless in-
voicing arrangements are made 
following the sale. All checks 
must be made payable to the 
National Onion Association. Checkout will take place at 
the close of the banquet. Items will be released upon 
presentation of payment.

By making a purchase, the buyer waives any claim of 
liability against the National Onion Association or the 
donor of the item or service.  Neither the association 
nor the donor is responsible for any personal injuries or 
damages to property that may result from the 
utilization of items or services sold.

Gift certificates may be provided for items not 
present. Care was taken to write as much of a 
description as possible in the sale catalog, 
including all applicable restrictions. In the event 
of any discrepancy, the restrictions on the 

Bidding Procedures
The auction will commence after 
dinner, at approximately 8:15 p.m., 
and will continue until all auction 
items are sold. The general auction 
guidelines shall apply.

To enter a bid, raise your hand, 
direct your signal to the auctioneer 
or ringman. 

Bids should be made promptly. The 
auctioneer will not let bidders bid 
against themselves.

The highest bidder acknowledged 
by the auctioneer shall be the 
purchaser.  In the event of any 
dispute between bidders, the 
auctioneer shall have sole and final 
discretion to determine the 
successful bid. At the fall of the 
auctioneer’s gavel, the purchaser’s 
obligation for payment cannot be 
reversed.

Auction Rules
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Phone and email 
bids accepted
We know this summer is a busy 
one for you. If you cannot make 
the auction, but you find some-
thing you like on these pages, 
feel free to send in a phone or 
email bid to (970) 353-5895 or 
rhardwick@onions-usa.org.,or 
text René at (970) 518-6333, 
provide the item number and 
your maximum bid.
   We’ll take care of it from there. 
If you don’t find anything you  
like, please consider a cash 
donation to the promotions 
program, which helps keep 
onions top of mind and sales 
up to keep onions’ status as the 
third most consumed vegetable 
in the United States.



Original painting

2018 Ducks Unlimited Duck Stamp Print 
Framed Decoy Blue Wing Teal by Scot 
Storm.

Item No. B-1

Donor: Sev-Rend 
High Performance Packaging

Drone

Mavic Air Fly More Combo.
The ultraportable Mavic Air features 

high-end flight performance and 
functionality for limitless 

exploration. 
• 32 MP Sphere Panoramas

• Foldable and Portable
• 3-Axis Gimbal and 4K Camera

• 3-Directional Environment Sensing
• SmartCapture

• 21-Minute Flight Time

Item No. E-4

Donor: Minkus Family Farms
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iPad

Imagine a world where you could compute acreage 
and tonnage in mere seconds. A world where you 
could research and compare seed prices at the push 
of a button. Maybe a world where you could manage 
your watering and fertilization schedules, or monitor 
your crops from afar.

Step into the computer age. You guessed it. With an 
iPad. This doohickey promises to be everything your 
brain, library and calculator is not. 

This is a 10.5 inch iPad Pro with Wifi, 64GB in silver.

Item No. E-1

Donor: Volm Companies

Hand-made quilt

“The Amazing Onion”
Enhance the walls of your home or office 

with this colorful, quilted textile 
celebrating the ancient allium with a 

modern interpretation.

This beautiful work of art was made by 
Ardith Mininger, wife of NOA’s Executive 
Vice President Wayne Mininger. The wall 

quilt measures 46 1/2 x 46 1/2. 

Hanging and care instructions are 
included.

Item No. B-7
Donor:  Ardith Mininger
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Item No. E-2
Donor: American Takii

Bose QuietComfort 25 Acoustic Noise-canceling 
Headphones for Apple devices - Black (wired, 
3.5mm)

Significant noise reduction for travel, work and 
anywhere in between.

Deep, powerful sound for the music you love.
Lightweight, comfortable around-ear fit you can 
wear all day long.

Control your music and calls on Apple devices 
with inline mic/remote.

Noise-canceling headphones

Onion mug, ball cap

Item No. B-4

Donor: NOA

One shields you from the sun, 
and the other feeds you full of 
the go-go juice    — each with a 

classy onion logo. 
When people see you 

coming with this hat on your 
had and mug in hand, they’ll 

know you mean onion 
business.
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$500 Gift Card

Wanna get away? This Southwest 
Airlines gift card, worth $500, will 
make that a reality with the swipe of 
the strip. 
Pick your destination and book it!

Item No. G-2

Full-page ad

Produce News is one of the the indus-
try’s largest publications dedicated to 

telling all the stories of the produce 
industry. Your ad will reach a total circu-
lation of 16,110, from retail to wholesale 

and food service. Plus, your ad will get 
100,000 e-newsletter exposures!

Item No. A-2

Donor:  Produce News
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Donor:  Garner Lanfeld Packaging 
and Agribag, Inc.



FitBit Versa smart watch

Item No. E-5

Donor: Nunhems
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Colorado artwork

This American Eagle wall hanging, made by J & J 
Welding and Plasma Designs in Fort Lupton, Colo., 

is carved straight out of metal to decorate your 
walls, infusing American patriotism with a touch of  

the Rocky Mountain wilderness.

Item No. B-10
Donor: Bank of Colorado

•Track your all-day activity, 24/7 heart rate, 
and sleep stages — all with a 4+ day battery 
life (varies with use and other factors)

• Take your favorite music phone-free by 
storing 300+ songs 

• Use 15+ exercise modes like Run or Swim to 
record workouts and connect to smartphone 
GPS for more precise real-time 
pace and distance

• Access your favorite apps for sports, weath-
er and more and get call, calendar, text, 
and app alerts. 



Colorado artwork

Decorate any corner of your home or of-
fice with this Colorado sandstone piece 
by Colorado artist Ron White. This piece 
is entitled, “Conjugal Bliss.” 

$250 Gift Card

SCHEELS’ first All Sports Superstore 
opened in Grand Forks, N.D. in 1989. 

SCHEELS’ Reno/Sparks, Nevada, location 
opened in 2008 and is the World’s Largest 

All Sports Store. 
   Today, SCHEELS is a 27-store operation 
with stores in 12 states including North 
Dakota, Illinois, Iowa, Minnesota, South 
Dakota, Montana, Wisconsin, Nebraska, 

Nevada, Utah, Kansas, and Colorado. 
   Providing SCHEELS’ customers with 

first-class customer service and the world’s 
largest selection of sports, sportswear 

and footwear are the 
priorities throughout the 

organization.

Item No. G-1

Donor: J9 Crop Insurance
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Item No. B-9
Donor: Bank of Colorado



Stuffed Yeti Roadie Cooler

Bejo Seeds offers this Yeti Roadie cooler 
stuffed with all sorts of goodies: Bejo ban-
dana, XL Navy hooded sweatshirt, XL brown 
short-sleeve polo shirt, XL long-sleeve blue 
plaid flannel shirt, XL short 
sleeve dark green T-shirt, 
camo front/brown mesh 
snapback, gray front/blck 
mesh snapback, tan front/
white mesh snapback, Year 
of the Brassica water bottle, 
stainless steel coffee tum-
bler, hand sanitizer, Bejo 
pen, Bejo pencil, Chapstick, 
sunglass case, post-in note 
pad, set of two golf balls, 
black set of gofl tees on a chain, golf divot tool, 
golf microfiber towel, pocket knife, blue 
handled field knife-round blade, leather 
sheath.

Item No. O-2

Donor: Bejo Seed Co.

Onion apron / tie

No, you don’t get Wayne for an 
hour of cooking, but you can get 
your hands on this one-of-a-kind 
onion and garlic print apron and 
tie. The fabric had recently been 

rediscovered in a back 
warehouse in Chicago. This fabric 

is an oldy, but its retro-value is 
growing! We have recevied 

requests from as far away 
as The Netherlands!

Not to leave out the men, we had 
the company make this tie from 
the same cloth. It will make you 

the hit of any, well, any place you 
wear it because you will be the 

center of attention. 
Item No. B-2

Donor: NOA9

Item No. B-5

Donor: NOA



Golf for 4 in Maui 

This  is the perfect set-up for anyone plan-
ning to go to the annual December con-
vention in Maui — as in Hawaii. There, we 
will have a golf tournament. This package 
for four will allow for some extra swings at 
the Wailea Golf Club before the 
tournament to bone up, or afterward for 
anyone who can’t get enough of the game 
in the exotic beauty of Hawaii. 
Did we say Hawaii?

Item No. G-3

Donor: Eqraft
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Half-page ad

Onion World magazine is published eight times 
a year, and it is geared specifically toward our 

industry,  helping  growers understand research 
into onion growing and problems we face, 

and new products, along with with updates on 
growers throughout the country. One half-page 

ad has a lot of staying power. While it’s for a 
monthly magazine, people tend to keep those 

magazines around for handy reading.

Item No. A-1

Donor: Onion World



HOME-Mixed media digital print of your farm, 
operation, or family (photo must be provided) 
that will be digitally enhanced and printed on 

canvas up to 30” x 40” (portrait or landscape, 
then hand embellished with acrylics for that one 

of a kind gallery look).
CALI-Fun gifts to remember California, Rare 

DeForest of California vintage collectors 
pottery piece (onion jar), and a California 

souvenier back-
pack and water 

bottle.
MAUI-Unique 

gifts to 
prepare for 

Hawaii - a 
Sterling Silver 

Puanani Hibiscus 
Pendant Neck-

lace by the Hawaiian Silver 
Exchange Company, a Maui Island Bamboo 

serving and cutting board, an autographed copy 
of the 1982 Best of Don Ho CD, Elvis Presley's 

Blue Hawaii DVD, and a "His and Hers" Special 
Handcrafted Mystery gift, with SIX matching 
mystery gifts for the winner's banquet table, 

family, or friends.

Onions of 2018 

Item No. G-8

Donor: Onion Business
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Onion mug, ball cap

One shields you from the sun, and the other 
feeds you full of the go-go juice — each with 
a classy onion logo. When people see you 
coming with this hat on your head and mug 
in hand, they’ll know you mean onion 
business.

Item No. B-6

Donor: NOA



Personalized Man Crate

Man Crates are some of the 
best gifts for men. 
Whether you need a 

personal grilling set or 
project set, such as  Knife 
Making Kit, these man 
crates are perfect for men 
who may be difficult to 
shop for, or for the man 
whose interest is just 
piqued by this unique set 
up. Van Doren will offer the 
buyer a personalized set of 
their choosing at 
www.mancrates.com.Item No.G-5

Donor: VanDoren Sales

iPad

Imagine a world where you could compute 
acreage and tonnage in mere seconds. A 

world where you could research and 
compare seed prices at the push of a 

button. Maybe a world where you could 
manage your watering and 

fertilization schedules, or monitor your 
crops from afar. Step into the computer 

age. You guessed it. With an iPad. This 
doohickey promises to be everything your 

brain, library and calculator is not. 

Item No. E-3

Donor: Curry and Co.
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Original painting 

Lindsey Weimer, sister of Corey Kincaid of 
Wisconsin, has done it again. Last year, her 
original onion painting was a hot and highly 
sought-after item. This piece is of an onion field, 
and its workers in a nod to traditional farming. A 
great piece to showcase in your home or office.
Lindsey is available to do other paintings on a 
freelance basis. 
Contact her at weimerphotography.com.

Item No. B-8

Donor: Lindsey 
Weimer/Dean 
Kincaid Inc.

Man Crate
Man Crates are some of the best gifts for men. 

Whether you need a personal grilling set or 
project set, such as this Pit Master BBQ Man Crate 
donated by Walla Walla Sweet Onions, these man 

crates are perfect for men who may be difficult 
to shop for, or for the man whose interest is just 

piqued by this unique set up.

Item No. G-6
Donor: Walla Walla Sweet 
Onion Martketing Committee13



 Jet-Ag Storage Chemical Application

Item No. G-4
Donor:  Industrial 
Ventilation

Jet-Ag is an agricultural sanitizer registered as a 
certified organic fungicide, bactericide and 
algaecide. This post-harvest thermal fogging 
application is applied in storage and is used to kill 
pathogens that cause post-harvest decay. It also 
acts as a desiccant, aiding in the drying process and 
destroys threatening bacterial and fungal spores. It 
breaks down to only oxygen and water.  Last year’s 
auction proved this to be a hot item.

Discounted freight service
In the shipping business, every 
second counts as well as every 
truck. No matter how busy we are, 
we will locate an available truck to 
meet your shipping needs. While 
other companies may say “no,” you 
can count on us to not only say, 
“yes,” but to follow through on 
that commitment. Our availability 
is 24/7 because our agent net-
work never closes.
This voucher will give you $150 off 
every fifth load booked.

Item No. G-7

Donor Our Favorite Fright Broker
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YETI Cooler
The YETI Roadie is BYOB’s new best friend. 
Its ColdLock™ Gasket is built just like the 
Tundra’s, so ice stays colder longer, and its 
No Sweat™ Design means you’ll never be 
stuck mopping up a mess. This small but 
mighty outdoor cooler is ready to hit the 
road, whether you’re in for a day of tailgat-
ing or kicking back at the ranch.

Item No. O-1

Donor: Gowan Seed
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Cornhole boards

Forget darts or golf. The latest craze is Cornhole 
— throwing a bean bag in a hole.

 In fact tournaments are set up all over the 
country. CVS Ag ahs donated two boards to 

help you bone up on your skills to be the next 
cornhole champion!

Item No. O-4

Donor: CVS Ag



Santa Fe Stoneworks knife
Damascus Collection 

Vein Turquoise 3” Lockback Knife. 
Damascus Steel, originating in Japan, 
is characterized by its strength, edge 

holding ability, and its dramatic appear-
ance. There is a core of vg-10 steel with 
16 layers of stainless steel on each side 

to produce a rust free Damascus look 
blade.   The Vein Turquoise comes from 

the Nacozari Mine in Sonora, Mexico, 
south of Bisbee, Ariz.

Item No. O-3

Donor: The Onion House

Special thanks to: 
DonEd and Janie Holmes of The Onion House in 
Weslaco, Texas, who generously sponsored our 
favorite auctioneer, Austin Booker.
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Onion promotions have been ongoing throughout the year to 
make good use of member donations and keep onions top of 
mind for consumers. 
   Our biggest project to date this year is the Dietitians Toolkit, 
which is an entire curriculum on onions, including great 
recipes and discussion topics, with built-in blog and social 
media posts, to help dietitians at grocery stores throughout 
the country promote the almighty onion. 
   This kit also comes with seasonal updates, which will keep 

dietitians thinking about 
and promoting onions for 
at least another year! 

   Additionally, we started 
Facebook and Instagram 
pages to keep up with 
digital trends, with the 
number of impressions and 
“likes” growing daily. 

   Don’t forget our efforts at 
video. They are the most-viewed items on social media. If you 
haven’t seen it already, we have a video online at 
http://bit.ly/2IBtaE9, featuring President Doug Stan-
ley and Executive Vice President Wayne Mininger discussing 
the benefits of membership. It’s a great way to introduce and 
welcome prospective members to the NOA.
   Throughout the year, we’ve had consultants working on 
our behalf to promote onion recipes in magazines and online 
through our Onionista blog. Our Onions Around the World blog 
series will end this month, and we’ll move on to a series of 
blogs targeting millennials and cooking. Stay tuned on those 
and watch for updates on videos online through Facebook and 
Instagram. 
   A special project we started mid-year is a campaign to 
introduce our growers to the public. We began with Northwest 

Onion Co. in Brooks, Ore., where we filmed the Bennett family 
and talked with them about their ongoing legacy on their 
onion farm. The video received great viewership through 
YouTube and Facebook. But what is best about this video is it is 
a direct conduit to the Bennetts, the family behind the onions 
their consumers buy. We 
attached a QR (quick re-
sponse) code to the video, 
whereby anyone can hover 
their mobile smart phone 
(in camera mode) over it 
and immediatley see the 
video on their phone. 
   The QR Code is like a 
thumb print. It’s specific 
to Northwest Onion, and it 
can easily accompany their 
marketing — to boot, 
it gives consumers that immediate gratification of learning 
about the people who grow their food, a huge trend for the 
information-hungry public in today’s digital age.
      This is a project we’d like to continue with several onion 
growers throughout the nation.  
   So who’s next?

Onion Promotions steps into high gear to round out year
Greg Bennett 
points out an 
onion sprout 
at his farm in 
Books, Ore., in 
May, shortly after 
his fields were 
planted as a part 
of a video project 
by the NOA.  

Hover over this QR code with your 
phone in camera mode for a link to 
the Northwest Onion Co. video.

Promotions couldn’t survive without you
On behalf of all of us in the National 
Onion Association office, I’d like to 
thank you for your participation in this 
year’s summer auction. As you know, 
this auction is the chief fundraiser for 
the NOA’s promotions program, which 

is geared toward keeping onions top 
of mind for consumers, dietitians, and 
chefs throughout the country. 
   The money that comes into this 
program comes directly from invest-
ments from you, this auction, and the 

winter raffle.  Below is an up-to-date 
look at where this program is mid-year, 
and where it will be going this year. 
Why not invest in onions’ future today!
Sincerely, 
René Hardwick



Have we heard from you lately?

NOA’s promotion fund is dependent on invest-
ments from members like you to keep demand 
for onions top of mind for consumers, food service 
retailers and chefs throughout the country. 

Please invest today! Just 1 cent per hundred-
weight is all we ask to keep onions ringing!

Simply pay by check or by credit card online at 
www.onions-usa.org/members/payonline

“When you hear 
an onion ring, 

answer it.”

Let’s keep onions ringing



2018 Summer Auction Catalog
National Onion Association
822 7th St., Ste. 510
Greeley, CO 80631


